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care is to prevent injuries and support patients
and clients in their rehabilitation efforts to re-
gain function as quickly and safely as pos-
sible.

Athletic trainers pass a national certifying
exam. In most of the 46 states where they are
licensed or otherwise regulated, the national
certification is required for licensure. Athletic
trainers maintain this certification with required
continuing education. They work under a med-
ical scope of practice, and adhere to a na-
tional code of ethics.

| strongly support the vital role athletic train-
ers play in our health care system. | urge my
colleagues to join me in recognizing this im-
portant group of health professionals.

TRIBUTE TO DENNIS L. THOMPSON
HON. KEVIN McCARTHY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 5, 2009

Mr. McCARTHY of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor a community
leader, Mr. Dennis L. Thompson, on his retire-
ment after 36 years of service to the people of
Kern County, California, most recently as Fire
Chief of Kern County & Director of Emergency
Services.

Chief Thompson began serving Kern Coun-
ty, which | represent, as a seasonal firefighter
in 1970 at Station 55 (Mettler). On his first as-
signment, he burned both of his ears while
containing a standing grain fire and although
that experience made him question what he
was doing fighting fires, he stuck with it. In
1973, Thompson became a full-time firefighter
and began his training at Station 44
(Southgate). When he started firefighting, he
drove vintage military surplus vehicles from
the World War Il and Korean War eras that
were converted into fire trucks that were older
than he was. Thompson also joined the ranks
of the “Smoke Eaters” as firefighters back
then were called because regulations did not
require a breathing apparatus. “Thankfully”, as
Thompson says, departmental and state regu-
lations were changed.

In 1975, Thompson started his full-time ca-
reer in the Engineer position in Mettler, and in
1978, he was promoted to Captain for the
Randsburg, Ridgecrest and Lebec areas. In
1981, Thompson suffered an on-the-job injury,
while he was recouping, he returned to Cali-
fornia State University, Bakersfield (CSUB) to
complete a 4-year degree. He returned to duty
at Station 56 (Lebec) and graduated in 1983
with a Bachelor of Arts in Public Administra-
tion with honors. Thompson became Acting
Battalion Chief in 1984 for Battalion 7, which
covered northeast Kern County including the
Lake Isabella and Ridgecrest areas. In 1985,
he became Battalion Chief and Chief Training
Officer for Battalion 2 and Battalion 5, which
included southern and western Kern County.
In 1986, Thompson completed his Master's
degree in Public Administration from CSUB. In
1994, Thompson became the Deputy Fire
Chief and oversaw Operations, Finance and
Administration. In 2002, Thompson became a
Chief Deputy at the Department, an Assistant
Department Head.

In 2003, Thompson became Kern County’s
10th Fire Chief and Director of Emergency
Services. Serving as Fire Chief for six years,
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Thompson oversaw the completion of many
significant projects. Thompson reinstated Bat-
talion 5 in August 2007 and made sure that
Station 18 in Stallion Springs was open per-
manently, rather than seasonally for fire sea-
son. Thompson also increased minimum staff-
ing levels from 2 to 3 person stations in all but
one station. After 4 years of no equipment
purchases, Thompson worked to acquire
$38.8 million in replacement apparatus and
equipment to fulfill the needs of Kern County
Fire Department. The capstone of Thompson’s
career was overseeing, from start to finish, the
completion of the Emergency Operations Cen-
ter that made Kern County’s operational area
preparedness capability state-of-the-art and
viable for the future.

As someone who personally knows our local
firefighting community well—my uncle pre-
viously held the post of Kern County Fire
Chief, my father was an assistant Fire Chief
for the City of Bakersfield, and during college
| was a seasonal firefighter for the County—I
am grateful for the service and leadership that
Chief Thompson has given to the people of
Kern County. | wish him well in his retirement,
and | know he is looking forward to spending
more time with his wife, Mary Jo, and their
family.

————

HONORING AMERICA’S ZOO: THE
PHILADELPHIA Z0O0 CELE-
BRATES ITS 150TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. CHAKA FATTAH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 5, 2009

Mr. FATTAH. Madam Speaker, | join with
fellow members of the Philadelphia delegation
in recognizing a milestone that is approaching
for a Philadelphia institution that has brought
joy and wonder to millions of the young and
young at heart who have entered its storied
gates while it provides a platform for edu-
cation, conservation and world changing sci-
entific research.

On March 21, 1859, Dr. Wiliam Camac, a
legendary Philadelphia physician, led a con-
cerned community of citizens, educators and
scientists to charter the Zoological Society of
Philadelphia—America’s First Zoo—and house
it on a bucolic, 44-acre property in Fairmount
Park along the West Bank of the Schuylkill
River.

Over the past century and a half, the Phila-
delphia Zoo has emerged as a national and
global treasure. The Zoo is recognized as one
of Philadelphia’s most cherished, enduring and
significant educational, scientific and con-
servation institutions and cultural attractions.

The Philadelphia Zoo was the site for break-
through research that led to the award of the
1976 Nobel Prize for Medicine. From its incep-
tion, the Zoo has acted consistently and suc-
cessfully to protect, promote, and preserve
through its myriad research and curatorial ac-
tivities numerous rare and endangered wildlife.

It is a venerable institution that has re-
mained ever fresh and vital, constantly open-
ing new and groundbreaking exhibits, acquir-
ing and exhibiting exotic wildlife and pio-
neering conservation efforts that are the mar-
vel of the zoological world. The Philadelphia
Zoo has welcomed more than 100 million visi-
tors—including millions of school children from
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the greater Philadelphia community over gen-
erations—since its landmark gates opened to
the public.

Now, 150 years young, the Philadelphia Zoo
embarks upon the celebration of its sesqui-
centennial — an achievement of historic pro-
portions for Philadelphia, the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania, the nation and the world con-
servation community. In fact March 21, 2009,
has been officially designated in my home
town as Philadelphia Zoo Day.

As the Congressman who is honored to in-
clude America’s First Zoo within my constitu-
ency, and as someone who has enjoyed nu-
merous visits as a child, a father and a care-
giver, | congratulate the Philadelphia Zoo and
extend best wishes for continued success
upon the occasion of its sesquicentennial.

———

A FINAL TRIBUTE TO LT.
MICHAEL J. RENAULT

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 5, 2009

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Madam Speaker,
The City of Largo | have the privilege to rep-
resent paid tribute to one of their fallen police
officers Saturday, when they laid to rest Lt. Mi-
chael J. Renault who died too early at the age
of 37.

The love and respect the community had for
Mike was evident as hundreds of his family,
friends, neighbors and fellow officers turned
out to honor his life and his valiant eight
month battle against stomach cancer. They all
recounted what a devoted family man Mike
was as he and his wife Jennifer had three
beautiful children—Hunter, Luke and Hannah.

Beverly and | had the opportunity to spend
considerable time with Mike and his family
these past few months and know that his wife
and children were the center of his life. They
were a source of great strength to him during
his battle with an aggressive form of cancer.

We also know of the deep respect his fellow
law enforcement officers in Largo and through-
out the area had for Mike. Largo Police Chief
Lester Aradi summed it up nicely in his eulogy
Saturday saying, “The way he led and the val-
ues he taught will long live on with those he
mentored on the force.”

Mike’s parents Rev. James and Judy Re-
nault said Mike knew early on that he wanted
to be a law enforcement officer. In fact, at 16
he chased down a thief who robbed the store
where he worked. He joined the Largo Police
Department soon after his graduation from col-
lege and moved up through the ranks quickly
during his 16 years on the force and ultimately
was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant. He
earned the Medal of Valor for saving the life
of a suicidal man. More importantly, he earned
the friendship, the trust and the abiding re-
spect of those he served with.

Madam Speaker, following my remarks, |
would like to include an article by Stephanie
Hayes of The St. Petersburg Times entitled
“Largo officer was tough man with soft heart”
so that my colleagues can learn more about
the special man that Beverly and | came to
know.

Mike was a caring, compassionate and cou-
rageous man who fought valiantly until his
final breath. He had life’s priorities in order—
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faith, family and the force on which he served.
The people of Largo and the Largo Police De-
partment lost a hero last week, but his mem-
ory, his strength and his core values will long
live on in his children, his family, his friends
and fellow officers. There can be no finer last-
ing tribute for a man who died long before his
time.

[From the St. Petersburg Times, Feb. 26,
2009]

LARGO OFFICER WAS TOUGH MAN WITH SOFT
HEART
(By Stephanie Hayes)

LARGO—Michael Renault was bagging gro-
ceries at a Winn-Dixie when his calling
clicked.

A thief came into the store and robbed the
cash register. Michael, always mischievous,
always sneaking out of his window at night,
sought adventure and feared nothing.

He also knew right from wrong. At 16, he
took off chasing the bad guy.

He had cowboy instincts, raised on a diet
of outer space westerns like Star Wars and
Star Trek. He collected John Wayne movies
and memorabilia.

He loved to fish and play laser tag in the
middle of the night with his younger broth-
er, Jason. He was unfailingly loyal, a good
man to have on your team.

‘“‘He was someone I always looked up to,”
said Jason Renault, 33. ‘“He was about as
much of a big brother as you can ask for. I
kind of idolized him in way.”

After college, he joined the Largo Police
Department, climbing to become a lieuten-
ant. He was tough to crack, a man of deep
voice and few words, said his wife, Jennifer
Renault, a fellow Largo police officer. Some
people were intimidated.

When they first met, ‘“He paid no attention
to me,” she said. ‘‘That was our big joke. But
then he really helped me out, showing me
what to do. He was just very genuine and al-
ways made me feel special.”

Lt. Renault received a medal of valor for
climbing a fire ladder to get a suicidal man
off the roof of a building, she said. Other
times, he endured dog bites while trying to
catch criminals.

He was an ace at poker, golfing, hunting,
playing softball and fantasy football.

He hated to lose.

““Oh, yeah, he was a sore loser,” said his
wife. “Mike Renault was a sore loser. Every-
one will tell you that.”

Underneath, there was a soft man who
wanted a huge family. He played and caught
bugs with his sons, Hunter and Luke. He
took them to ball games but curtailed his
competitive side so they’d know it was fine
to lose.

He yearned for a little girl. ‘‘He wanted the
princess,”’” his wife said. ‘‘He wanted to be
the dad to walk her down the aisle.”

Eleven months ago, Hannah Renault was
born. Lit. Renault sat and listened to a coun-
try song called I Loved Her First. He teared
picturing his daughter in a white dress. But
three months later, he got staggering news—
he had stomach cancer. His family and
friends rallied. His fellow officers raised
money and shaved their heads in solidarity.

As he ailed, he prayed and wrote in jour-
nals. He wanted his children to graduate, to
get married, to travel. He wished they’d have
fearless adventures and find their callings.

Lt. Renault died Tuesday. He was 37.

Biography

Michael Renault

Born: Oct. 1, 1971.

Died: Feb. 24, 2009.

Survivors: wife, Jennifer, children, Hunter,
Luke and Hannah; parents, James and Judy
Renault; siblings, Jason Renault, Kristen
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Pitchford; grandmother, Betty Lynch; seven
nieces and nephews.

Services: 2 p.m. Saturday at St. Paul
United Methodist Church, 1199 Highland
Ave., Largo.

———————

EARMARK DISCLOSURE
CORRECTION

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 5, 2009

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Madam Speaker,
| would like to correct an error made in my de-
scription of a law enforcement request for the
City of Lansing that should read “$500,000”
rather than “$3,125,000.” This project was
funded at $500,000 by H.R. 1105, the Omni-
bus Appropriations Act of 2009.

———

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF MULTIPLE SCLE-
ROSIS AWARENESS WEEK

SPEECH OF

HON. RON KLEIN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 4, 2009

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in strong support of H. Con. Res. 14,
supporting the goals and ideals of Multiple
Sclerosis Awareness Week. More than
400,000 Americans live with multiple sclerosis.
This disease knows no gender, age, or ethnic
boundaries. It strikes all in our society, even
our children, with an estimated 8,000 to
10,000 who live with this terrible disease, by
attacking the central nervous system. Symp-
toms, progress, and severity of the disease
vary widely from patient to patient. Some can
lead normal lives with symptoms like numb-
ness in the limbs while others can be stricken
with paralysis or blindness.

Mr. Speaker, | think everyone here can say
that they know someone with MS. My wife and
| know a number of people in our community
in South Florida that are currently affected.

Despite the prevalence of this terrible dis-
ease, we are still a long way off before a cure
is found. We still don’t know what causes MS
and have no definitive way to diagnose it.
Physicians are forced to use a combination of
diagnostic strategies, which includes ruling out
all other possible diagnoses. The result is that
patients can go months, if not years, without
a definitive understanding of what's causing
their debilitating symptoms.

Mr. Speaker, we must find a cure. As we
have seen with other diseases where we have
made major advances in treatment, progress
starts with awareness in all levels of society
and government. That's why the concurrent
resolution that we are considering today is so
important. Not only does it recognize the goals
and ideals of Multiple Sclerosis Awareness
Week, but it reaffirms our national commitment
to finding a cure.

| am proud to support this resolution. | thank
my colleague from California, Ms. LEE, along
with Mr. CARNAHAN and Dr. BURGESS, for intro-
ducing this resolution, and urge my colleagues
to vote “yes” on final passage.
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NATIONAL CRIMINAL JUSTICE
MONTH

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 4, 2009

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in support of this resolution raising
awareness about the criminal justice system
and crime awareness month. | urge my col-
leagues to support this important bill.

| find it tragic that approximately three mil-
lion Americans are employed within the justice
system. Approximately seven million adults
are on probation, parole, or are incarcerated.
Many more millions of Americans have been
victims of crime and, consequently, lost in-
come, incurred medical expenses, and suf-
fered emotionally.

To be sure there is a high cost of crime to
individuals, communities, businesses, and the
various levels of government exceeds the bil-
lions of dollars spent each year in admin-
istering the criminal justice system. It is be-
cause of this that | have authored innovative
legislation aimed at addressing these prob-
lems. For example, in the 110th Congress and
again in the 111th Congress, | sponsored the
Drug Sentencing Reform and Cocaine Kingpin
Trafficking Act of 2009 which addresses the
disparity between crack and powder cocaine.
The bill is presently numbered H.R. 265.

| also authored H.R. 61, Federal Prison Bu-
reau Nonviolent Offender Relief Act of 2009.
Importantly, this bill amends the federal crimi-
nal code to direct the Bureau of Prisons to re-
lease prisoners who (1) served one half or
more of his or her term of imprisonment, (2)
obtained at least the age of 45; (3) has never
been convicted of a crime of violence; and (4)
has not engaged in any violation of institu-
tional disciplinary regulations.

These two pieces of legislation will go far in
addressing the problems in the criminal justice
system and will go far in educating the
masses of Americans about the criminal jus-
tice system. Federal, State, and local govern-
ments increased their spending for police pro-
tection, corrections, judicial, and legal activities
in fiscal year 2005 by 5.5 percent or $204 bil-
lion. My bills if passed will decrease the
amount of money spent on protecting commu-
nities and the warehousing of prisoners in the
industrial prison complex.

More work needs to be done by Members of
Congress. In 20086, fifty percent of Americans
admitted they fear that their home would be
burglarized when they are not home. Thirty-
four percent of American women feared that
they would be sexually assaulted and forty-
four percent of Americans feared they would
be a victim of a terrorist attack.

What is astonishing is that approximately
thirty-five percent of Americans have very little
or no confidence in the criminal justice system
and the negative effects of crime in regard to
confidence in governmental agencies and
overall social stability are immeasurable.

The reality is that crime rates have dropped
since the early 1990s, but most Americans be-
lieve that the rate of crime is increasing. Let
me share some alarming statistics regarding
crime in Houston.

CRIME STATISTICS IN HOUSTON

According to Houston Police Department
statistics:
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